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1.0  MINK CONTROL PROGRAMME 
 
Since mink trapping with Remoti units started in July 2020, a total of 28 mink have been caught, as 
shown in the table below: 
 

Year Number caught 
2020 23 
2021 3 
2022 (to date) 2 
Total 28 

 
Capture details of the four caught since the last report are as follows: 
 

Capture date Location 
8 October 2021 South Holland Main Drain – Wisemans Bridge 
6 November 2021 South Holland Main Drain – Little Holland Pumping Station outfall 
17 March 2022 South Holland Main Drain – Site of old railway bridge 
16 April 2022 Fleet Haven Drain – Coffee Tan Sluice 

 
 
2.0 DATA COLLECTION BY STAFF  
 
2.1 Water Vole 
 
Data loggers continue to be used by two of the Board’s excavator drivers to record water vole sightings, 
as well as the “What 3 Words” app which is available to all operatives. The results of the 2021/22 cutting 
season were sent to the Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership for the information to be downloaded 
into their records. 
 
A comparison with previous years sightings is shown below: 
 

Cutting season Number of water vole sightings 
2015 146 
2016 254 
2017 146 
2018 86 
2019 135 
2020 46 
2021 94  

 



 
 

Water vole sighting locations from Data Loggers 2021/22 
 

2.2 Other 
 
The following sightings have also been reported by Board’s operatives during the reporting period: 
 

Species / Feature Date Location 
   
Badger Sett Oct 2021 Rouses Drain 
 Aug 2021 Lambert Drain 
 Sep 2021 Ellis’ Dyke 
 Sep 2021 Soke Dyke West 
 Oct 2021 Whaplode River 
   
Grass Snake Aug 2021 Moulton River 
   
Mink Sep 2021 Ben Dyke 
   
Otter Aug 2021 Lords Drain 
   
Oyster Catcher nest May 2022 Lawyers Pumping Station 
   

 
 



 
 

Three Oyster Catcher eggs in a nest at Lawyers Pumping Station. This is not the first time the 
birds have nested here, and seems to be a preferred location; being quiet and inaccessible to 

the general public  
 
 
3.0 OWL / KESTREL BOXES 
 
The annual owl / kestrel box survey was carried out in May/June/July 2021 by the Wildlife Conservation 
Partnership. It was a reduced survey, due to COVID restrictions, and not all sites were surveyed. It was 
another successful year, with the following being noted at the time of the survey: 
 

• Kestrel – 20 chicks 
• Barn Owl – 10 chicks 

 
2 new Barn Owl / Kestrel boxes have been purchased during the reporting period. These will be used 
to replace some of the old boxes which are now becoming dilapidated due to age. One of these will be 
used to replace the nest box at Dawsmere Pumping Station, which was one of the first boxes erected 
by the Board. The provision of a new nest box at the site will form part of the environmental 
enhancement works associated with the capital refurbishment scheme being undertaken this year at 
the pumping station. 
 
 
4.0 GRASS SNAKE NESTING PILES  
 
The two Grass Snake nesting piles which were constructed last year were checked in May of this year 
for signs of use. One of the piles was found not to have survived the cutting season, and the other 
showed no evidence of having been used for egg laying/incubation. 
 
The two nesting piles were re-built at the end of May 2022 at the following locations: 
 

• South Holland Main Drain old outfall basin near the old sluice  
• Holbeach River / Wards Soke Dyke junction near Holbeach River Outfall Sluice  

 
The nesting piles are constructed from one third each of brush wood, grass cuttings, and horse manure, 
and are designed to provide a hospitable place for female grass snakes to lay their eggs. They will be   
monitored for grass snake eggs again next spring. 
 
 



 
 

 
Grass snake nesting pile created at Sutton Bridge Sluice – early June 2022 

 
 
5.0 TREE SPARROW NEST BOXES – SOUTH HOLLAND MAIN DRAIN HLS AREA 
 

Monitoring of the Board’s six tree sparrow nest boxes was carried out in early June 2022: 
• 3 of the 6 nest boxes contained Tree Sparrow eggs 
• 1 nest box contained Tit (unknown species) eggs  
• 1 nest box contained a failed Blue Tit nest 
• 1 box was found to be broken. 

 
 
6.0 BATS 
 

The Board currently have bat boxes installed at the following locations: 
• Lawyers Pumping Station – 2 no pole mounted 
• Fleet Fen Pumping Station – 2 no pole mounted 
• Lords Pumping Station – 2 no pole mounted 
• Wisemans Pumping Station – 5 no tree mounted 



 
 
Bat boxes at Lords Pumping Station 
 

These boxes were inspected on 27 May 2021, and it was found that none are currently in use. 
 
It is planned to install a further 2 no pole mounted bat boxes at Dawsmere Pumping Station this coming 
autumn, as part of the environmental enhancement associated with the capital refurbishment scheme 
being undertaken at the site. 
 
 
7.0 OTTER SURVEY  
 
As part of the BAP, the environmental team monitor 8 bridges in South Holland, which is carried out on 
an annual basis. This annual survey is carried out to understand the use of these haul out sites by otters 
through the area. Otter signs by way of spraint, footprint and runs continue to be found at 7 of the 8 
bridges monitored, indicating that otter populations continue to be prevalent within the South Holland 
Internal Drainage District.  The results of last years survey, undertaken in October 2021, are shown 
below: 
         

  LOCATION 2021 (Oct) 
Site 1 Lots of otter spraint, some footprints and scratch marks present 
Site 2  
 

Lots of otter spraint and jelly present 

Site 3 
 

1 pile of spraint present 

Site 4 
 

Lots of otter spraint on some sandbags 

Site 5 
 

No signs 

Site 6 3 small piles of otter sprain on a large brick 
 

Site 7 Otter spraint in places and footprints present 
 

Site 8 
 

Large pile of old spraint present 

 



 
 

A very large quantity of otter spraint was found at the artificial otter holt 
 

Use of the artificial otter holt, indicated by runs and spraint, were also observed as part of the monitoring 
programme.   
 
 
8.0 SAND MARTIN NEST SITE – SOUTH HOLLAND MAIN DRAIN HLS AREA 
 
Both Sand Martin cliffs were trimmed up over the winter period to maintain verticality, the silt banks 
having previously crumbled and slumped to some extent, which if left to deteriorate further would have 
made it easier for predators to access the nest holes.  In excess of over 100 nesting holes were notable 
on this bank this year. 
 

 
 

Sandmartin nesting colony in the newly faced-up bank 
 
 
 



9.0 SPINY MASON WASP – SOUTH HOLLAND MAIN DRAIN HLS AREA  
 
This wasp is apparent again this year in similar abundance to 2021.  Both last year and this year, there 
exhibited lower numbers of chimneys than had been seen in previously.  This year, there had been 
heavy rain in the days leading upto the survey however, which may have caused damage to the 
chimneys.  
 

 
 

Examples of Spiny Mason Wasp chimneys in the old sand martin colony bank 
 
 
10.0 LUTTON LEAM OLD OUTFALL BASIN 
 
The grassland will be cut and bailed by a contractor in July to maintain the floristic diversity of the site.  
SHIDB will flail slopes later in year.  
 

 
 

View of the old Lutton Leam outfall basin 
 
 
 
 

 



11.0 HIGHER LEVEL SCHEME SITE AND LOCAL WILDLIFE SITE – SOUTH HOLLAND MAIN 
DRAIN  
 
A walkover of the southern bank on 06 June 2022 showed 3 different orchid species coming into bloom 
(Marsh Orchid, Broad Leafed Marsh Orchid and Common Spotted Marsh Orchid). An example of Early 
Marsh orchid was noted but as its name suggest was beginning to fade. 
 
 
12.0 EELS  
 
Fish friendly pumps are due to be installed in Dawsmere Pumping Station later this year to replace the 
old pumps dating from 1961. This work is being undertaken as part of a capital refurbishment project, 
partially funded by Grant in Aid. 
 
 
13.0 NON-NATIVE INVASIVE SPECIES  
 
There have been reports of Non-Native Invasive plants on some of the drains in SHIDB.  
 

• Japanese knotweed has been found on two sites  
• Giant Hogweed has been found at one site 
• Himalayan Balsam has been found at one site 

 
The Environment Team have been out to map the sites and are pulling together a management plan 
for control or eradication on IDB land.   
 
 


