
APPLICATION FOR A RELAXATION OF 
BYELAW 10 
 
(for any development – including 
buildings, walls, driveways, hardstanding, 
land tile outfalls, services, trees, fences 
and landscaping – across, into or within 
9 metres of the edge of a Board-
maintained watercourse) 

MEMBER INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARDS 
 

Broads (2006) IDB, East Suffolk IDB, 
King’s Lynn IDB, 

Norfolk Rivers IDB, South Holland IDB 
 

Kettlewell House 
Austin Fields Industrial Estate 
King’s Lynn 
Norfolk 
PE30 1PH 
 
Tel -     (01553) 819600 
email -  info@wlma.org.uk 

 

PLEASE READ THE NOTES OVERLEAF CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING THIS FORM 
 
 
1 

 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF APPLICANT(S): 
 
 
 
 

POSTCODE: TEL NO: 

 
 
2 

 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF AGENT: (if applicable) 
 
 
 
 

POSTCODE: TEL NO: 

  
3 

 
LOCATION OF PROPOSAL: 

PLANNING APPLICATION NO: (if applicable) 
 
 
4 

 
DO THE PROPOSALS INCLUDE:  Buildings –  YES / NO * Hardstanding – YES / NO *      Sheds – YES / NO * 
 Driveways –  YES / NO * Land tile outfalls –  YES / NO *   Trees – YES / NO * 
 Fences –  YES / NO * Landscaping –  YES / NO *      Walls – YES / NO * 
 Greenhouses –  YES / NO * Services –                YES / NO *                     * Delete as appropriate 

 
 
5 

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT     (including any features not listed above, the sizes of all new buildings, walls and 

fences [height, length and width], the materials from which they will be 
constructed and their respective distances from the Board’s drain(s)): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
6 
 
 

 
Is/Are the applicant(s) or agent (or if the applicant or agent is a company, is any partner or director thereof) a Member or employee 

of the Board, or related to someone who is? – YES / NO * 
Is/Are the applicant(s) the sole owner(s) of all land affected by this application? – YES / NO * 
If no, all other landowners must be informed about the plans, as they may have to comply with conditions stipulated by the Board 

To whom should the decision regarding this application and any required legal agreements be sent? – APPLICANT(S) / AGENT * 

   * Delete as appropriate 

  
I confirm that the applicant(s) has/have read the terms and conditions shown overleaf, and accept(s) and agree(s) to comply with them.  I enclose 
a copy of all requested plans and drawings, together with the required application fee.  The applicant(s) understand(s) that if this application is 
approved by the Board there may be conditions imposed and fees due, which must all be complied with/paid in full prior to work commencing. 
 
 
 
SIGNED ……………………………………… (APPLICANT / AGENT)                        DATE ……………………………… 
 

WHEN COMPLETED PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH THE REQUIRED PLANS AND FEE 
TO THE ADDRESS SHOWN AT THE TOP OF THIS PAGE 



PLEASE REFER TO THE “DEVELOPMENT” SECTION ON THE BOARD’S WEBSITE AND VIEW THE 
“PLANNING AND BYELAW POLICY”, “GUIDANCE”, “CHARGING POLICY” AND THE BOARD’S BYELAWS 
BEFORE COMPLETING AND SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION.  ALTERNATIVELY, PRINTED COPIES OF 
THESE DOCUMENTS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. 
 
 
For guidance purposes, a watercourse is “Any artificial or natural channel for the conveyance of water, particularly drainage.  It 
may be a canal, stream, drainage tunnel or culvert, ditch, flume or adit.” 

 
  

N.B. Measurements relating to Byelaw 10 are to be taken from the landward toe of the bank where the watercourse is 
embanked; from the bank top for an open watercourse (which is not embanked); and from the closest point of 
the enclosing structure where the watercourse is enclosed.  In the case of underground works, the measurement 
is to be taken from an imaginary infinite vertical line running through the drain brink or landward toe of the 
embankment, as appropriate. 

 
 
NOTES 
 
Please read the following terms and conditions carefully before submitting your application.  Failure to complete this application 
in accordance with these terms and conditions may mean it cannot be considered by the Board. 
 
 
1) This application is to be accompanied by a plan showing the location of the proposed works and the distances of the 

respective features from the Board’s watercourse(s).  A fee of £50.00 (£50 per Board-maintained watercourse in the 
case of applications for land tile outfalls and/or services) must also be paid before the application will be considered.  
Please make cheques payable to “Water Management Alliance”. 

 
 
2) Should the proposals need to be discussed at a Board meeting you will be advised of the date of that meeting as soon as 

possible after receipt of your application. 
 
 
3) Written consent must be granted by the Board prior to any work being carried out adjacent to, or affecting, the Board-

maintained watercourse(s).  The application may be consented in its entirety, refused in its entirety, or partly consented 
and partly refused.  All amendments and conditions specified as part of any decision issued by the Board must also be 
complied with in full prior to any work being undertaken. 

 
 
4) Any consented relaxations will be subject to the proposed works being completed within a period of three years from the 

date of the Board’s decision.  Consents cannot be sold, inherited or otherwise passed on within this time period without 
prior written agreement from the Board. 

 
 
5) Acceptance of this application by the Board is not an endorsement for works carried out on a third-party’s land/property.  

It is the responsibility of the applicant(s) to obtain all necessary landowner permissions for the works. 
 
 
6) The granting of consent by the Board cannot be taken to mean that the proposed works comply with the requirements of 

any other interested parties, which may include the Local Planning Authority or the Highways Department, and 
consultation with all such organisations should therefore be undertaken to establish their requirements. 

 
 
7) If the proposals also include works which involve the alteration of ANY watercourse, or the discharge of surface water or 

treated foul water to ANY watercourse, separate written consent may be required from the Board for these aspects of the 
plans. 

 
 
8) Notice must be given to the Board before the start of works. 
 
 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE BOARD’S BYELAWS, OR WITH ANY CONDITIONS SPECIFIED AS PART OF A 
CONSENT, MAY LEAD TO ACTION BEING TAKEN BY THE BOARD.  SUCH ACTION MAY INCLUDE LEGAL 
PROCEEDINGS AND/OR WORKS TO REMEDY THE EFFECT OF THE CONTRAVENTION, AS WELL AS THE RECOVERY 
OF COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH SUCH WORKS FROM THE OFFENDING PARTY. 
 
 
If you believe that consent has been unreasonably withheld by the Board, or one or more conditions unreasonably imposed, you 
have a right to appeal.  The “Planning and Byelaw Policy” and the Board’s Byelaws give further details about this. 



APPLICATION FOR A RELAXATION OF 
BYELAW 10 
 
(for any development – including 
buildings, walls, driveways, hardstanding, 
land tile outfalls, services, trees, fences 
and landscaping – across, into or within 
9 metres of the edge of a Board-
maintained watercourse) 

MEMBER INTERNAL DRAINAGE BOARDS 
 

Broads (2006) IDB, East Suffolk IDB, 
King’s Lynn IDB, 

Norfolk Rivers IDB, South Holland IDB 
 

Kettlewell House 
Austin Fields Industrial Estate 
King’s Lynn 
Norfolk 
PE30 1PH 
 
Tel -     (01553) 819600 
email -  info@wlma.org.uk 

 

APPLICATION GUIDANCE NOTES 
 
Before making an application to any of the Water Management Alliance IDBs, it is important that you have read and 
understood these notes, the relevant Board’s Byelaws and the Land Drainage Act 1991 (as amended), and that you 
are familiar with the Board’s Planning & Byelaw Policy. 
 
These guidance notes summarise situations where consent is/is not likely to be granted by the Board for relaxations 
of Byelaw 10, but the Planning & Byelaw Policy gives more detail about various types of development, and the 
conditions likely to be stipulated as part of any approval. 
 
 
The application form requires completion of the following sections: 
 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

6 
 

 
Name and address of applicant(s) – The person, people or company wishing to carry out the development. 

Name and address of agent – An architect, consultant or other person acting on behalf of the applicant(s). 

Location of proposal – The site where the proposed works would be undertaken. 

Do the proposals include – Multiple-choice options about what the proposed works are. 

Description of proposed development – More detailed description of the development, including size(s) and 
location(s). 

General questions including ones about land ownership and to whom the consent/refusal should be sent. 
 

 
 
N.B. Measurements relating to Byelaw 10 are to be taken from the landward toe of the bank where the 

watercourse is embanked; from the bank top for an open watercourse (which is not embanked); and from the 
closest point of the enclosing structure where the watercourse is enclosed.  In the case of underground 
works, the measurement is to be taken from an imaginary infinite vertical line running through the drain brink 
or landward toe of the embankment, as appropriate. 

 
e.g.  

 
 
 
 

Byelaw measurements 
taken from this line 

Byelaw measurements 
taken from this line 
 

Open watercourse (not embanked) Open watercourse (embanked) 

Culverted watercourse 

Byelaw measurements 
taken from this line 

Byelaw measurements 
taken from this line 
 

Enclosed watercourse (e.g. bridge) 



Installation of land tile outfalls 
 
Outfalls are to be installed through pre-cast concrete headwall units dug in flush with the drain batter.  Consent will be 
granted subject to the applicant’s compliance with this, and other conditions. 
 
Erection of fencing 
 
All fencing within 9 metres of the watercourse is to be “temporary”, with no posts concreted in.  If the watercourse is 
culverted, then the fence should be at least 0.50 metres from the nearest outside edge of the pipe; if it is an open drain 
but no machine access is available, then the fence is to be at least 1 metre from the edge of the drain, and no taller than 
1.80 metres; and if machine access is available to the open drain, then the fence is to be at least 6 metres back from the 
edge of the watercourse.  These guidelines do not apply with multiple-property residential developments, where all 
fencing is to be 9 metres from the drain brink or nearest outside edge of the pipeline. 
 
Electricity cables, telephone wires, gas, water or sewerage pipes or any other services 
 
If possible all services running alongside a watercourse must be installed at least 9 metres from the drain brink, landward 
toe of the embankment, or outside edge of the pipeline (as appropriate) at all points.  Where an application is submitted 
for services within 9 metres of a drain, overhead cables must give a minimum vertical clearance of at least 10 metres 
from the level of the top of the bank at all times, and underground services are to be installed in pipes/ducting, 
directionally-drilled beneath the watercourse.  Depths below an open drain and clearances to piped drains will be 
specified on a case-by-case basis.  Other conditions will also apply. 
 
Erection of a garage 
 
Consent will usually be granted for a temporary, sectional garage (on a non-permanent base), provided it will be at least 
6 metres from the brink of an open drain where machine access is available, or 3 metres from the nearest outside edge 
of a pipeline or the brink of an open drain where no machine access is available.  Consent will usually only be granted for 
any garage with foundations or a concrete base provided it will be at least 6 metres from the drain at all points. 
 
Erection of a wall 
 
Approval will not normally be granted for any walls closer than 6 metres from the edge of the drain or pipeline, or higher 
than 1.80 metres above surrounding ground level. 
 
Landscaping (including trees, hedges, shrubs, patios) 
 
New trees within 9 metres of a drain will only ever be considered if exceptional circumstances apply.  Hedges and 
shallow-rooted bushes, and hard landscaping (e.g. patios), will be allowed provided a 1 metre strip is retained from the 
drain brink in the case of an open watercourse with no machine access; a 6 metre clear strip is maintained where 
machine access is available; and a 3 or 6 metre easement is kept next to a piped watercourse (width depends on the 
drain in question).  All hedging and bushes are to be maintained at no more than 1.80 metres tall, and hard landscaping 
is to be constructed sloping away from the drain to prevent possible saturation of the batter by surface water run-off.  
These guidelines do not apply with multiple-property residential developments, where all landscaping is to be 9 metres 
from the drain brink or nearest outside edge of the pipeline. 
 
Access roads, driveways and parking areas 
 
Approval will usually be given for gravel / tarmac chipping roads, driveways or parking areas, provided they are no closer 
than one metre from the drain.  Approval for concrete / tarmac is unlikely to ever be forthcoming for proposals within 9 
metres of an open drain or 6 metres of the outside edge of a pipeline, except where the application covers the main 
access road to the site, and that road runs perpendicular to the watercourse.  Any consented works within 9 metres of a 
drain will also be subject to the area being constructed so that it slopes away from the watercourse, or to it being built 
with kerbs and a gully drainage system. 
 
Single dwelling or two-storey or ground-floor extension (residential) or commercial/industrial development 
 
If possible, all new buildings and extensions should be at least 9 metres from the edge of the watercourse at all points.  
Applications may be submitted for developments within this distance, and will be considered on a site-specific basis, but 
even if a relaxation is granted, it is extremely unlikely that this will ever be for works less than 6 metres from the drain. 
 
Residential developments (multiple dwellings) 
 
With the exception of a new access culvert and/or roadway perpendicular to the drain, the Board will seek to ensure that 
there are 9 metre wide easement strips left adjacent to all its maintained watercourses, with these strips kept clear of any 
development. 
 
 
Approvals issued by the Board will be subject to the grantee entering into a legal agreement with the Board (the form of 
agreement is dependent on whether the grantee is an individual/company or a statutory authority, as well as the type of 
development being consented), and may be subject to other conditions, all of which will have to be complied with prior to 
the start of development. 
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